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Here’s a way to start your day:
If you are not a morning person the Small
Catechism has a prayer that might help you
enter the new day prepared for whatever
comes. The Catechism offers this as a
morning prayer:

“I thank you, my Heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this
day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.”

Let Your Light Shine—Overnighters
The 7th Graders had an Overnight Retreat at
First Lutheran on March 18-19. They had a
short Bible studies, devotions and activities that
focused on "Let your Light Shine"- finding our
purpose. Pastor Terrill stopped in a few times and
led one of our Bible studies.
They played several games, sang songs, cooked,
ate a lot and slept a little.

5th graders received their first communion on Maundy Thursday, April 1st at First and Pleasant Valley.

Tiana Tank, Chellon Robinson, Koryn Jones, Kaylee Carlson,
Baylee Bender, Jaelee Grupe, Treyton Biel, Jiana Davidson, Carter
Grobe and Jack Teveldal (and Tanner Atkinson not pictured)
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Aiden Strong, Wyatt Hannasch and
Colton Chapin

From the Pastor . . . .
I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.
So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.
— I Corinthians 3:7
T. S. Eliot in his poem The Wasteland says that April is the cruelest month. I don’t know if
that’s true, but I do know that April is a month for planting. Back in my farming days April always began with sowing oats. Down in our corner of the state we were kind of backward when
it came to small grain. We sowed oats with an end gate seeder and then disked it in. I can still
remember the high pitched whine of the gears that drove the fans that spread the seeds out as we
bounced along in the
wagon filling the seeder.
The point of this, and all the other planting that goes on in April, is to grow a crop. That is
also the business of our parish. We are hear to sow the seed of God’s Word seeking a crop of
faith. So we have Sunday School, Confirmation, Brown Bag Bible Study, JAWS, Portals of
Prayer devotionals, music and worship each week, and a host of other activities.
We are blessed to see that harvest in things like the Sunday School singing on Palm Sunday,
the 5th graders receiving the Lord’s Supper for the first time. The crop comes to fruition in lots
of ways in the lives of those who gather around the Gospel in our congregations. But it is of
course God’s Holy Spirit that brings the growth. Let us pray for the Spirit to move through
our whole parish, and let us be willing to help fill the seeder in whatever way we can, teaching
Sunday School, taking part in Bible studies, sharing God’s peace with those in need.
God’s Blessings,
Pastor Terrill

Thanks to everyone who helped out with the services of Lent and Holy Week this year.
Music providers, and confirmation mentors, 7th and 8th graders making sack suppers, Sunday
School music, folks who provided lilies and flowers, readers, all the extra work for Gail and
Luanne, all of these and others made this season very special.
Thank you and God’s Blessings.
Pastor Terrill
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Service Roster
Lay Readers

Special Needs/Differing Abilities
Parent Support Group
You are invited to participate in our support
group for families of children with special
needs or differing abilities.
Join us for discussions of the challenges,
successes, questions, and concerns!
April 13, 2021 at 7:00 pm
First Lutheran Fellowship Hall
For more information call Kelley or Carly
605-2905619 or 701-238-9716

April 11
April 18
April 25
May 2

Troy Knecht
Sara Raabe
Tom Farber
Melody Wenz

Brad Oland
Mary Ann Eye
Susan Smith
Jim Eye

Ushers
First
April
May

Laura Peterson
Corey and Amanda Schmieg
Josh and Angela Hawkinson

PV
April
May

Doug Chapin and Arvin Tory
Mike Hagen and Bryan Hawkinson

Communion Assistants
May 2

Melody Wenz
Curt Littau

Dana Tank

Acolytes
First Lutheran Council
will meet, Wednesday
April 21 at 6:00 pm

April 11
April 18
April 25
May 2

Carter Dawson
Paisley Bray
Corinne Bosse
Brooklyn Bosse

(Pleasant Valley members - please call Suzanne
Svard if you cannot serve on your assigned day.)

Kind hearts are the gardens.

PVW will meet
Saturday April 24 at
9:30am at Pleasant
Valley Church.

Kind thoughts are the roots.
Kind words are the ﬂowers. Baby Shower for Archie
Kind deeds are the fruits.
Take care of your garden

Greenmyer (son of Luke
&Chynna Greenmyer)
Saturday, April 24th
10:00-12:00.

and keep out the weeds.
Fill it with sunshine,
kind words and kind deeds

Bridal Shower for
Mykaela Janisch
Sunday, April 25
2:00-4:00.
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It’s About Us
Dot Alier is a social worker in North Dakota.
A long, difficult journey — and the memory of his
grandfather’s words — brought him from a childhood in Africa to his life today.
Alier fled with his brother and thousands of other
youths when Sudanese soldiers attacked South Sudan. The children walked hundreds of miles with
little food or water to a refugee camp in Ethiopia.
In 2006, Alier and his brother arrived in Philadelphia, where they were sponsored and supported by a
Lutheran church. Upon moving to Fargo some years
later, Alier helped start a church where people who
had survived war, displacement and other traumas
could find healing, joy and love.
“My grandfather used to say, ‘I cannot be whole
unless everyone is whole,’” Alier shares. “I use this
saying a lot to help me stay in a close relationship
with others. It means that we need each other’s
support to survive and thrive. I don’t want to be the
only one doing well if others aren’t doing well.
It’s not just about me — it’s about us.”

From Our Parish Records

Sawyer Jo Henley,
daughter of Aaron
Henley and Sabrina
Bair, was baptized
March 13, 2021. She
was born September
26, 2020 at Jamestown,
North Dakota. Her
sponsors are Seth Bair
and Madison Henley.

Eugene “Gene” Merle
Morton passed away
February 25, 2021 at Marshall County Healthcare
Center at the age of 82.
His funeral was March 2,
2021 at First Lutheran
Church.

Delaney Pruitt and
Chellon Robinson,
daughters of Philip
and Erin Pruitt, were
baptized March 20,
2021. Delaney’s
sponsors are Kelsey
Waletich, Garth
Waletich and Pauline
Matthews. Chellon’s
sponsors are Elizabeth
and Gavin Waletich.

Karen Jean (Nereim)
Tchida passed away
February 26, 2021 at
Marshall County
Healthcare Center at
the age of 62. Her funeral
was March 3, 2021 at
First Lutheran.

Janice Loraine (Severson)
Carlson passed away March
2, 2021 at Avera-St. Luke’s
Hospital in Aberdeen at the
age of 82. Her private
memorial service was March
8, 2021 at First Lutheran.
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A Grand Entrance
Decades ago, as English actress Gertrude Lawrence
waited behind the curtain for a play to begin, the queen
upstaged her by arriving at the royal box to much applause. “What an entrance,” Lawrence remarked, to which
her friend, playwright Noel
Coward, replied, “What a part!”
Jesus certainly made a grand entrance into Jerusalem
on Palm Sunday, entering to adoring shouts of “Hosanna!”
But worldly glory and fame weren’t his intent. Instead, our
Lord knew that his Father had prepared a sacrificial role
for him. Jesus handled the adulation with dignity and
poise. The humble yet courageous Son of God knew that
danger, despair and death awaited — but that he must endure it all to fulfill prophecy for humanity’s sake.
The pageantry of Palm Sunday is a stark contrast to the
role of Suffering Servant that Jesus faced a few short days
later. Yet each event during Holy Week represents victory
— for Jesus as well as for his beloved children.
Palm Sunday is a glorious day, so let us wave palms
and shout, “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” The Savior
Easter Sunday Children’s Sermon at Pleasant Valley
has come. What an entrance! What a part!
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Grades 11-4 Sunday School students shared their
memory work on Sunday, March 14.
Vacation Bible School
June 21
21--23
Red Willow Ministry will be leading our VBS
this year. Watch for more details.

Sunday School Teacher
Sign Up Sheet for 2021
2021--2022
are on the bullet
bulletiin board in the
Fellowship Hall entryway.

Project: SOS (Supply Our Students )
The Sunday School has chosen the Project SOS
( The Backpack Program) for their
Noisy Can Mission.

Scholarships Available
The First Lutheran Trust Fund and Pleasant Valley
Scholarship Fund are offering $250.00. Scholarships
for public college attendees and $500.00 scholarships
for Lutheran college attendees. The deadline to have
the application returned is April 15, 2021.
The new Portals of Prayer
are available for April-June
2021. Pick up your copy in
the Narthex or Fellowship
Hall.

April 22
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