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 Sunday  
February 23 

5:00pm 
     In New Orleans they celebrate Mardi 
Gras before Lent. Here the JAWS will host  
a celebration of Uff Da Gras before Lent  
begins on Wed. Feb. 26. We invite you to 
come and enjoy: 
 -  Good Food  
     Including Scandinavian Goodies 
 -  Fun and Laughs 
 -  Silent Auction 
 -  Sardine Eating Contest 
 -  And More! 
 
      If anyone would like to donate an item for the 
Silent Auction it would be greatly appreciated.  
You can drop it off at First Lutheran. 
      If anyone would care to share some Scandinavi-
an goodies that would also be greatly appreciated. 
 

COME AND JOIN THE FUN! 

Installation of 2019 Officers   
Saturday and Sunday,  
February 15 and 16 

  First Lutheran  
President    David Christenson 
Vice President    Jason Bender 
Secretary    Karen Muth 
Treasurer    Lorene Bender 
Trustee     Tammy Fagerland 
     Erik Mundt 
     Luke Kraft 

Stewardship      Lynn Carlson  
     Kim Roehr 
    Julie Elsen 

Worship         Gretchen Christenson 
    Kathy Bosse 
    Lisa Dawson 

Education   Angela Hawkinson,  
    Robyn Pearson 
    Jenna Peters 
    Julie Zuehlke 

Endowment          Dennis Mattson 
    Angela Grupe                                                                                                                 
    Lori Rabenberg, 
    Doug Card 

Nominating Committee Curtis Foster 
    Tammy Fagerland 
    David Christenson 
    Darah Melroe 

  Pleasant Valley 
President   Bradley Oland 
Vice President   Doug Chapin 
Secretary   Dana Tank 
Treasurer   Julie Hagen 

   

Parish	News	

    UFFDA GRAS!UFFDA GRAS!UFFDA GRAS!   

High School and Middle School  
Prayer and Muffins 

Wednesday, February 19  7:45am - 8:15am 

        February 2020                    Britton Lutheran Parish 
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From The Pastor . . . . 
 
 
 
     It is February, that month which brings around a special day, a day when husbands and 
boyfriends find themselves desperately going through the greeting card section and calling  
florists.  The day is of course Valentines Day.  But amid all the dining out, flowers and choco-
lates it is sometimes forgotten that the full name is St. Valentine’s Day.  You might wonder 
how this day set aside for romance and love got tangled up with a saint’s feast day.   
    In case you run out of things to talk about on your Valentine’s Day date here is some of the 
history of this day: 
 
 1.   The romantic aspect of the day may come from the fact that mid-February  
  was also the time of the pagan fertility festival of  Lupercalia.  That was cele-
  brated by men sacrificing small animals and then swinging the pelts on  
  young  women and crops so they would be fertile. 
  In addition to that there was the medieval folk-lore that February 15 was the 
  day when birds chose their mates. 
 
 2. Once the church was made legal and Christianity grew the church decided to  
  drive out these ancient pagan customs by making the day a commemoration 
  of a martyred saint.  According to legend they chose someone named Valen- 
  tine. There were a lot of Valentines who were martyred during the persecu 
  tions. 
 
 3. The name sake for this day may have been a priest. The Emperor Claudius 
  II, believing that single men made better soldiers, banned marriage for  
  young men.Valentine defied the ban and kept marrying couples and was sub
  sequently executed. 
  Another candidate is Bishop Valentine of Terni who was beheaded for his 
  refusal to recant his faith. 
  Still another candidate was a Valentine who was arrested for helping other 
  Christians escape from Roman prisons. He was jailed and according to the 
  storyfell in love with the jailers daughter.  Before his execution he sent her a 
  note signed “from your Valentine” thus sending the first Valentine. 
 
     Whatever you do for your beloved this Valentine’s Day don’t forget that you have a God 
who loves you. 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
 
 

Pastor Terrill 
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Lent, the church-year season 
that begins on Ash Wednes-
day, is a time of penitence and 
spiritual renewal. Some people 
give up a luxury or vice during 
Lent as a form of self-denial; 
others undertake a project that 

the point isn’t to denigrate ourselves or to see how 
much we can do without. Instead, Lent helps us 
reflect on Jesus’ death. As Timothy Keller writes 
in The Reason for God: “The Christian Gospel is 
that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, 
yet I am so loved and valued that Jesus was glad 
to die for me. This leads to deep humility and 
deep confidence at the same time. It undermines 
both swaggering and sniveling. I cannot feel supe-
rior to anyone, and yet I have nothing to prove to 
anyone. I do not think more of myself nor less of 
myself. Instead, I think of myself less.”  

      Our Lenten Focus 

To fall in love with God is the greatest of romances,  
To seek him the greatest adventure,  
To find him the greatest human achievement.  
                       —St. Augustine  

           First   Pleasant Valley 

   Ushers 

Craig and Angela Grupe Turner Smith 
Ehren and Sarah Grupe Steve Hawkinson 

  Communion Assistants 

Brett Myklegard  Dana Tank 
John Vrchota 

   Lay Readers 

Feb 2    Roger Tom  Mary Ann Roehr 
Feb 9    Troy Knecht  Corrine Zorn 
Feb 16  Elizebeth Otten JoAnn Hawkinson 
Feb 23   Jenna Peters  Bonita Tory 

   Acolytes 

Feb 2     Raeann Hagenson 
Feb 9     Annika Tank 
Feb 16   Trey Atkinson 
Feb 23   Kaegan Fredrickson 

We’re so accustomed to hearing the Bible’s “love 
chapter,” 1 Corinthians 13, at weddings and other 
occasions that we may not really hear its meaning 
anymore. It can help to listen to something familiar 
said in different words. What new understandings of 
love does this paraphrase from The Message Bible 
reveal to you?  
 
“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others 
than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t 
have. Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled 
head, doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t always ‘me 
first,’ doesn’t fly off the handle, doesn’t keep score 
of the sins of others, doesn’t revel when others grov-
el, takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts up 
with anything, trusts God always, always looks for 
the best, never looks back, but keeps going to the 
end. Love never dies” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a)  

   ”Revelations””Revelations””Revelations”   

  Brown Bag Bible Study continues  
 Thursdays at noon. 

YOUTH/FAMILY  

SUMMER CAMPERS… 

When signing up for Summer Bible Camps 

Remember there is grant money  
available from the  

First Lutheran Endowment Fund for  
Registration Fees.  

Application forms are available 
at the church office. 
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How to Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Online:   
1. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
2. In the Get Started section click Direct Thrivent 
Choice Dollars 
3. Login by entering ID and password 
4. Choose the organization—click Direct Now next 
to the organization’s name 
5. Choose Direct All or enter a specific amount and 
click Direct Now 

By Phone: 
1. Call 800-847-4836 when prompted say “Thrivent 
Choice” 
2.  Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars  
3. A representative will work with you to direct $$ 

Generosity is important to Thrivent and its members. 
Thrivent Choice® provides a platform for members  
to have a financial impact on the causes and non-
profits they care about. More than 40,000 churches 
and nonprofits are enrolled in the program, and it 
keeps growing!  

                   Seventy Years 
By the time you’re 70 years old, you will have spent 
nearly a quarter of a century sleeping. The average 
person spends about 23 years of his or her life in 
bed. Here are estimates of how most Americans 
spend their waking hours during those 70 years:  
 
 • 11 years working  
 • 8 years in leisure pursuits  
 • 6 years eating  
 • 5 years grooming  
 • 4 years being educated  
 • 3 years talking  
 • 2 years reading  
 • 6 months worshiping God  
 
Perhaps Sunday morning worship isn’t as long as  
it seems.  

The Women of First (WOF)
have organized the Lenten  
suppers at First Lutheran. 

Lenten supper dates are: 

 
 March 4:  Library Board 

 March 11: Hope Circle 

 March 18:   FL Council  (Roofing Project) 

 March 25 FL Council (Roofing Project) 

 April 1  Women of First 

 

First Lutheran 

Feb 2  Jr. High Sunday School Class 

Feb 9  Karen Erickson 

Feb 16  Jr. High Sunday School Class 

Feb  23 7th Grade Confirmation 

Pleasant Valley 

Feb 2-9 Angie Hannasch 

Feb 16-23 JoAnn Hawkinson 

  Looking for Love 

Though not a fan of making New Year’s resolutions, 
Jen Kramer decided to add meaning to 2018 by de-
claring it #theyearoflove. Each day she wrote a “love 
note” to a different person, expressing gratitude and 
offering encouragement. Recipients ranged from 
waiters and custodians to relatives and a terminally 
ill friend.  
The experiment may have stemmed from the sudden, 
unexpected death of Kramer’s father while she was 
away at college. “Why don’t we say those things to 
people while they’re here?” she tells the Chicago 
Tribune. “It’s easy to be kind, and it’s easy to tell 
people how you feel.”  
Kramer’s campaign didn’t cost a cent, yet it changed 
her life and touched hundreds of people in the pro-
cess. Wherever she went, she discovered that “love 
showed up.” It’s simple, Kramer says: “You just 
have to look.”  
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JoAnn Lois (Hoises Chapin)  

Fiala passed away January 

5, 2020 at Aberdeen, SD at 

the age of 79.  Her prayer 

service and visita*on was 

January 10, 2020. 

Diane Lorraine 

(Bendickson) Kristofferson 

passed away January 16, 

2020 at Marshall County 

Healthcare Center at the 

age of 77. Her memorial 

visita*on was January 21, 

2020. 

 

     Lent 2020 
      The season of Lent is upon us again.  These 40 

days prior to Easter and the celebra*on of our Lord’s 

victory over sin and death are tradi*onally a special 

*me of prayer and devo*on for Chris*ans.  We begin 

these observances on Ash Wednesday with a special 

service that includes the imposi*on of ashes as a sym-

bol of repentance. We remember that we are sinners 

and under the power of death, and turn to the only 

one who can save us. 

The schedule for Ash Wednesday this year is:  

Pleasant Valley 

 Wednesday Feb. 26  6:00pm   

First Lutheran 

 Wednesday Feb 26  7:30pm   

       To help us turn our a8en*on to Christ’s sacrifice 

for us and our need for it we have mid-week Lenten 

Services.  Our theme for this year will be The Week in 

Review.  It is a normal feature of the many news net-

works on television and radio, and in many newspa-

pers to review the news of the preceding week during 

their Sunday edi*ons.  We are going to hear some  

reports from people who were observers and by-

standers during the week of Jesus’ entry into Jerusa-

lem that ended in his crucifixion.  We invite you to join 

us and enter into this most important of all events.  

Please feel free to bring a friend. 

     Mid-week services will be on Tuesdays at 7:00pm 

March 3 through March 31 at Pleasant Valley.  Coffee 

and goodies will be served following worship. 

     Mid-week services will be on Wednesdays at 

7:00pm March 4 through April 1 at First. Lenten Sup-

pers will be served by various groups in the church  

prior to the services star*ng at 6:00pm. 

Lenten Volunteers Needed 

     We will be needing volunteers to help lead the ser-

vices at both Pleasant Valley and First.  There will be 

sign-up sheets appearing soon.  We will also need 

adult mentors to meet with small groups of confirma-

*on students following the services at First.  We’ll 

have sign-up sheets for that available soon. 

    

 

First Lutheran Quilters meet on the third Monday 

of each month.  They put together quilts to be give 

to various places in the community.  They gather at 

9:30 am, have a noon meal and work into the aBer-

noon for a while.  They assemble the quilts along 

with wonderful fellowship. During 2019 they put 95 

quilts together including 80 given to the Food Pan-

try Christmas Store. 

The “Giving Chair” is a new project.  A quilt can be 

taken and given to someone who you feel is in 

need of a quilt.  One quilt was given away last year 

and they hope more will be shared this year. 

ALways 

 

 

 

First Lutheran MissionsFirst Lutheran MissionsFirst Lutheran Missions   

From Our Parish Records 

 JAWS 

February 12  

at 6:30 
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                       Roofing Project  

At the First Lutheran annual mee*ng on January 

26
th

, the congrega*on approved a mo*on to shingle 

the main church.   

The shingling es*mate is around $62,000.00 for  

materials and labor.  The project is planned to begin 

right away this spring.  Church council is discussing 

organizing several fundraisers. If you and your fami-

ly want to help with the fundraising in any way, 

please contact Lynn Carlson at 605-695-4970. 

If a monetary dona*on is something you would like 

to do, please fill out the form below and send the 

bo8om por*on back in the enclosed envelope with 

your check.  No amount is too small.  Checks can be 

made payable to: First Lutheran Church.  If you are 

unable to help with a monetary dona*on, please 

keep us in your prayer as we tackle this big project.  

Thank you! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 Roofing Project Dona*on 

Name:  

__________________________________________ 

Dona*on Amount:  

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Sunday School Memory Work 

The Seeds class sang “Jesus Loves Me” , the Sprouts recited the Table Prayer  

and the Kindergarteners shared the Lord’s Prayer. 

  Men Of First  (MOF) 

The Men Of First usually get together once a 

month on Sunday Evening.  Their purpose is fellow-

ship, service and God’s Word.  They have a pot luck 

supper, visi*ng and fun.  They include a brief Bible 

study or devo*on.  They hold fund raisers like the 

pancake brunch on Palm Sunday.  The funds are 

used to support various projects for the church.   

The men also serve as funeral ushers and each year 

prepare treat sacks for the Sunday School kids at 

their Chirstmas program.  

The next mee*ng will be February 9th at 6:00 pm. 

7th GradeConfirma,on Camp   

March 6-8 

Luther Crest  Alexandria, MN 


