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Parish News 

         January 2021                               Britton Lutheran Parish 

It is time once again for our congregations 
to hold annual meetings.  This is a time to 
take stock of where we’ve been, how 
we’ve been doing in the ministry God has 
called us to, and to think about how we 
might serve our Lord in the coming year. 

If you have a report to include in our com-
piled annual report for your congregation, 
please try your best to get it to the Church 
Office two weeks prior to your meeting. 

   January 16  -       Lake City 
Following Saturday worship with  
a potluck supper 
 
   January 24   -     Pleasant Valley 
Following worship with a potluck 
lunch 
 
   January 31  -      First Lutheran 
JAWS will be serving brunch  
before the meeting. 

Brown Bag Bible Study Resumes 
Thursday Jan. 7, Noon 

at First Lutheran 
     We will be picking up our study of  The Story on Thursday 
Jan. 7, Noon at First Lutheran.  For those who prefer it will 
also be live streamed on the Britton Lutheran Parish face book 

 
Portals of Prayer for Jan. - Mar. 

Are Available 
 

     Daily devotions are a great habit to get 
into.  We have an excellent resource for 
them, Portals of Prayer.  They give you a 
Bible passage to read and a short medita-
tion along with a suggestion for prayer.  
Help yourself to them at your church.   
It’s a good way to start the year. 

First Lutheran had two Christmas Programs this year.  
The younger kids shared their music during worship and the 

older students put on delightful program at 4:00 pm. 

Annual MeetingsAnnual MeetingsAnnual Meetings   
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From the Pastor . . . . 
 
“The object of a New Year is not that we should have a new year. It is that we should have a new soul 
and a new nose; new feet, a new backbone, new ears, and new eyes. Unless a particular man made 
New Year resolutions, he would make no resolutions. Unless a man starts afresh about things, he 
will certainly do nothing effective.”  
                                   — G. K. Chesterton 
 
 
      “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10) 
Thus says the psalmist and thus we have often sung as the offertory. We are on the cusp of a new 
year and I suspect there are very few of us sorry to see 2020 pass into history. There is a list a mile 
long of what has been wrong with the old year starting with the Corona virus and all the pain and 
suffering and loss it has caused. Thousands of families have lost loved ones, medical workers have 
been burdened with heavy loads, businesses and workers have suffered financial burdens, young 
people have missed school, events we enjoy have been canceled, those in long-tern care facilities 
have been isolated.  It has been a tough year in a lot of ways. We will be glad to see it gone along 
with it’s civil unrest in the nation’s cities and the constant clamor of an election year. 
 
     But as Chesterton suggests above, there is something more to be hoped for in a new year than just 
getting rid of the old.  If you got rid of everything and everyone that ever annoyed you and that was 
all, well you would be pretty lonely and not have much around you.  The problem isn’t so much out 
there, as it is inside each of us.  I can attest to this from the many diets I have been on that have 
caused me to get rid of 20, 30, even 50 pounds once.  I thought of those pounds as my problem.   
But apparently the real problem lay somewhere else, somewhere inside the guy who can’t resist  
that third donut. 
 
     The Psalmist reminds us that we need a new heart, a right spirit, and he goes to the only one who 
can do that, our good and gracious God.  So as we begin this new year let us also resolve to go to the 
source for what we truly need. Let us pray more. Let us open up those Bibles and read more of God’s 
Word.  Let us gather to worship and hear his promises.  Let us seek not just a different year, but a 
new heart, new feet to walk in his ways, and new eyes to see his gifts.  
 
 

God Blessings for a Truly 
Happy New Year! 

 
Pastor Terrill 

The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others. 
   - Mahatma Gandhi 

“For last year’s words belong to last year’s language and next year’s word await 
another voice.  -T.S. Eliot 

Forgiveness does not change the past, but it does enlarge the future.  
   - Paul Boese 

Imitating Christ is opening the door to friendship. 
   - Billy Graham 

A true friend is the gift of God, and he only who made hearts can unite them. 
   -  Robert South 
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Altar Banners 
In Memory of Greg Schaaf  
 Schaaf Family  
 Friends of Greg Schaaf 

Building Fund 
In Memory of Greg Schaaf 
 Betty Beck 

Choir Fund 
In Memory of DoRell Dugdale 
 John and Kathy Bruce 
In Memory of Greg Schaaf 
 John and Kathy Bruce  

Christmas Lights 
In Memory of Greg Schaaf 
 Kathy Bosse 
 David and Gretchen CHristenson 

Endowment Fund 
In Memory of DoRell Dugdale 
 Roger Christenson 
In Memory of Greg Schaaf 
 Anna Anderson 

Good Samaritan Fund 
In Memory of Greg Schaaf 
 Al and Marlene Sime 

Music Fund 
In Memory of Alice Olson  
 Tug Beck 
In  Memory of DoRell Dugdale 
 Al and Marlene Sime 

Quilting Fund 
In Memory of Alice Olson 
 Anna Anderson 

Sunday School Fund 
In Memory of Greg Schaaf 
 Lori Greenmyer 

Sound System 
In Memory of  Maxine Buntrock  
 Barbara and Rhonda Wade 
  

 

Sound System (continued) 
In Memory of Irdene Bonzer 
 Lona Batie 
In Memory of DoRell Dugdale 
 Harland and Jane Peterson 
In Memory of Kirk Ehlers 
 Mary Husen 
In Memory of Pastor Moe Greiner 
 Barbara and Rhonda Wade 
In Memory of Riley Hill 
 Robert and Marlene Hardina 
In Memory of  Craig Jondahl 
 Robert and Marlene Hardina 
In Memory of Myrtle Mattson 
 Lona Batie 
 Family and friends of Myrtle Mattson 
In Memory of Janet Peterson 
 Mike and Karen Muth 
In Memory of Jim Ruch 
 Barbara and Rhonda Wade 
In Memory of Alex Smith 
 Kent and Sara Holland 
In Memory of Greg Schaaf 
 Randy and Candy Beck 
 Marcella Duerre 
 Brian and Kim Peters 
 Arvin and Bonita Tory 
In Memory of John Vrchota 
 Melody Wenz 

Undesignated 
In Memory of Dorothy Christenson 
 Gloria Schultz 
 Brian and Lori Rabenberg 
In Memory of DoRell Dugdale 
 Brian and Lori Rabenberg 
 Ron Roehr 
 Bill and Patty Spiry 
In Memory of Kirk Ehlers 
 Mary Husen 
 Brian and Lori Rabenberg 
In Memory of Dale Elsen 
 Gloria Schultz 
In Memory of Jackie Harstad 
 Brian and Lori Rabenberg 
In Memory of Pastor Moe Greiner 
 Gloria Schultz 
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These 7th and 8th graders made tie blankets for the Food Pantry under Angela Hawkinson’s direction. 
Front Row:  Abby Lee, Taryn Kraft, Ava Tevedal, Karlie Zuehlke, Mariah Tosse, Corinne Bosse, and    
          Maddie Biel 
Back Row:  Annika Tank, Raeann Hagenson, Bryce Hawkinson, Jaxon Zuehlke, Brooklyn Bosse 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ 
Annual Three Days of Prayer 

Jan. 5, 6, & 7 
 

     LCMC, our national church body encourages all its members and congregations to set aside three special 
days for prayer at the beginning of each year.  Prayer is God’s great gift to us and the most powerful thing we 
have to help us as we go through the life God has given us. On these three days we encourage you to make 
special prayers for our parish and for the whole LCMC seeking God’s help and guidance for us to be the 
church he wants us to be. 
     To help with this special time of prayer we will have a Face Book live stream of prayer each of those days, 
Jan. 5 - 7 at 5:30pm on the Britton Lutheran Parish Face Book page.  The suggestions for our prayers are 
listed below: 
 
Day One: January 5 
 
This is a day focused on confession. We have made our lives, our relationships—and even the church—in our 
own image. We confess that the church belongs to Jesus and not to us. We gather to lay down our pride, our 
sin and our agenda and ask the Lord of the church for forgiveness, which He gives freely and with mercy. 
  
Day Two: January 6 
 
This is a day of petition. Pray for your congregation, for the pastor, for the leaders, for those who carry out 
ministries, for the Sunday School teachers, for the Confirmation leaders, for those leading adult Bible studies 
and for those leading small groups. Pray for those in hospital and nursing home ministries. Pray for all those 
connected to your church that they might know God’s redeeming love for all in Christ. 
  
Day Three: January 7 
 
This is a day for vision. Pray that the Holy Spirit will again move through the hearts and minds of leaders and 
pastors that God’s vision for His church might be revealed and fulfilled. This is a time of prayer for renewal, 
revival and encouragement. Pray for God’s vision. 
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JAWS News . . . . 
     The JAWS high school youth group met for their annual 
Christmas gathering on Wed. Dec. 16.  We were blessed with 
beautiful weather for our caroling.  It was so warm and calm that 
we were able to walk around the outside of Spruce Court with lit 
candles caroling so the residents could see us from their rooms.  
We also caroled outside of the Dining Room and Day Room at 
Wheatcrest Hills. 
     Following the caroling we returned to First where Pastor Sara 
had a delicious lasagna supper prepared for us.  Our thanks to  
Pastor Sara for all her efforts for us. After Supper we had a Christ-
mas devotion and then our annual goofy Christmas gift game. 
     It was another fun gathering and we had a great turn out.  
Thanks to Kari for organizing it. 
 
Next JAWS Meeting:      Wed. Jan. 13,  6:30pm   at First 
 
Prayer & Muffins:       Wed. Jan. 20,  7:45am    at First 

JAWS Hayride on a lovely  
November evening. 

Rock of  Ages 

   On walks, I enjoy searching for heart-shaped rocks. One day in 
2020, I spotted a broken heart, which seemed fitting as illness, racism 
and suffering dominated the headlines. I thought of Psalm 34:18, NIV: 
“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.” 
   Humans can be hard-hearted — pointing fingers, assuming the worst 
and failing to extend compassion. We often reject people who look, 
think or act differently from us. All these things break hearts, includ-
ing God’s. Only with his help can we rise above hatred, learn to listen 
more than we speak, and express kindness, empathy and a willingness 
to learn. 
   Jesus, be our rock as we face life’s brokenness. Stay near and start 
the healing. Amen.                      - Julie Lee 

The Pleasant  
Valley Sunday 
School students
(mostly masked) 
brought the Christ-
mas story to us 
December 20, 
2020. 

    Every January, some people pray and ask God to provide a word for their year ahead. Friends have shared theirs with 

me, but I was hesitant to embrace the prac#ce myself. I’d love to receive a word like flourish; then again, I might be like 

the friend who heard health and then faced many physical challenges that year. 

    But I tried it for 2020 and heard prepare. My first reac#on was that the word wasn’t very exci#ng, which possibly con-

firmed I hadn’t orchestrated it. Indeed, 2020 ended up full of significant, unexpected change for our family, with careers, 

school, church and friends. Prepare reminded me that amid chaos, God had prepared me for each moment and con#nues 

to prepare me for what’s next. 

   Give it a try! Regardless of the word you receive or what lies ahead, you can trust that God loves you and is ul#mately in 

control for 2021 and beyond. —Janna Firestone 
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John Vrchota 
passed away  
December 4 at his 
home at the age of 
71. His funeral was 
December 10, 2020 
at First Lutheran 
Church. 

Thanks to the following for providing lovely 
music during worship this year: 

Lona Batie 
Karen Erickson 
Tom Farber 
Sarah Grupe 
Sandy Hastings 
Curt Littau 
Karen Muth 
Elsie Nelson 
Gail O’Brien 
Gerry Person 
Jennifer Ringkob 

Brynlee Schmieg 
Marley Sundin 
Dana Tank 
Larry Telkamp 
Melody Wenz 
Daynika Zuehlke 
Piano Students: 
Baylee Bender 
Skylar Bender 
Livia Knecht 
Reeve Knecht 

Brooklyn and Daphne Bosse 
Troy, Katrina and Livia Knecht 
Julie, Jake and Luke Zuehlke  

Women of FirstWomen of FirstWomen of First   

The 2021 Offering Envelopes have arrived and 
will be in the Narthex or Fellowship Hall, ready 
for you to pick up. Please dispose of 2020 and  
any prior years’ envelopes. 
The 2021 Programs will be mailed out in January. 

F�� O�� P����� 

 Service Roster 

Ushers 

 Joel Erickson Family 

Lay ReadersLay ReadersLay ReadersLay Readers    

Jan 3    Sara Holland Steve Hawkinson 
Jan 10    Joel Erickson Kari Feldhaus 
Jan 17    Dennis Mattson Gail O’Brien 
Jan 24    Karen Erickson JoAnn Hawkinson 
Jan 31    Melody Wenz Brad Oland    

AcolytesAcolytesAcolytesAcolytes    

Jan 3    Landyn Fredrick 
Jan 10    Addyson Grupe 
Jan 17     Paisley Bray 
Jan 24     Corinne Bosse 
Jan 31     Brooklyn Bosse    

Undesignated ( 
In Memory of Riley Hill 
 Brian and Lori Rabenberg 
In Memory of Myrtle Mattson 
 Lione Hage 
In Memory of Greg Schaaf 
 Carl Beck 
 Michael Beck 
 Larry and Lori Buntrock 
 Doug and Carla Card 
 Timothy and Carol Cristilli 
 Mick and Julie Docter 
 Tom and Lori Farber 
 Friends of Greg Schaaf 
 Ray and Sharon Johnson 
 Russ and Marie Marlow 
 Harland and Jane Peterson 
 Jim Peterson 
 John and Cindy Rasmussen 
 Ralph and Darlene Skare 
 Bill and Patty Spiry 
 Jan Vold and Melanie Jones 
 Ann Zierden 
In Memory of John Vrchota 
 Ralph and Darlene Skare 
 Melody Wenz 


